GOODBYE,  L. A.  —  HELLO,  TORONTO! 

That's  how  it  was  and  how  it  will  be  for  this  year  and  next.  Our  get- 
together  in  Los  Angeles  was  a  winner  across  the  board,  and  Joe 
Lenorovitz  and  his  committee  —  Steve  Ginsberg,  Nahan  Gluck,  Ruth 
Lenorovitz,  Gloria  and  Ralph  Lipfert,  Jan  Macho,  Margie  Stein  and  Ted 
Stein  —  deserve  all  sorts  of  accolades  for  their  sterling  job  in 
running  the  show.  The  hit  of  the  show,  as  you  might  have  guessed,  were 
the  Lenorovitz,  Macho,  and  Stein  (Ted,  that  is)  collections,  which, 
taken  together,  represented  a  veritable  museum  of  weighing  instruments. 
The  special  events  were  enthusiastically  received,  and  the  social 
events  gave  everyone  the  opportunity  to  wine  and  dine  with  friends  old 
and  new.  Special  thanks  also  go  to  member  Jim  Witherell,  who  single- 
handedly  (almost)  set  up  and  displayed  on  the  ballroom  floor  a  huge, 
completely  restored  U.S.  mint  scale  weighing  several  tons.  If  we  ever 
wanted  something  to  dramatically  represent  our  hobby,  there  it  was  for 
everyone  to  exclaim  over.  All  in  all,  it  was  a  time  to  remember,  and 
the  enclosed  souvenir  program  bears  witness  to  the  good  times. 

Next  year,  we  meet  in  Canada  for  the  first  time,  and,  specifically,  in 
Toronto,  its  largest  city.  For  those  who  have  yet  to  visit  our 
neighbor  to  the  north,  Toronto  is  a  totally  cosmopolitan,  totally 
entertaining,  and  totally  delightful  city,  full  of  pleasures  of  every 
sort.  And  our  hotel,  the  Royal  York,  is  famed  throughout  Canada  and 
beyond  its  shores.  The  dates  are  Thursday,  May  14,  to  Sunday,  May  17, 
and  it's  not  too  early  to  plan  your  convention  visit  now  and  at  the 
same  time  add  on  several  extra  vacation  days  to  enjoy  the  assorted  good 

times  that  await  you. 
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AND  WHILE  WE'RE  ON  THE  SUBJECT... 

Conventions,  that  is,  you  might  like  to  know  that  every  year  the  con¬ 
vention  news  release  we  send  to  65  to  70  antique  publications  generates 
a  good  amount  of  publicity.  Here's  an  article  which  appeared  in 
Antiques  &  Collecting  several  weeks  before  our  convention  which  is 
quite  typical.  (In  this  instance,  they  contacted  us  and  asked  for  a 
photo .  ) 


Scale  Collectors  Convene  in  Los  Angeles 


The  International  Society 
of  Antique  Scale  Collectors 
(ISASC)  will  hold  its  19th 
Annual  Convention  May  15 
to  May  18,  1997,  in  Los 
Angeles  at  the  highly  ac¬ 
claimed  Omni  Hotel. 

Highlights  of  the 
convention  will  include 
a  seminar  featuring  pre¬ 
sentations  by  prominent 
collectors  in  specialized 
fields;  an  auction  of  several 
hundred  scales  and 
weights;  and  “Show  and 
Tell,”  “Let’s  Make  a  Deal,” 


and  “Ask  the  Experts” 
sessions. 

The  International  Society 
of  Antique  Scale  Collectors 
membership  ranges  from 
longtime  collectors  who 
own  1,000  or  more  mu¬ 
seum-quality  scales  to  be¬ 
ginning  collectors. 

Persons  wishing  to  join 
the  Society  and  be  eligible 
to  attend  the  convention 
should  contact  the  presi¬ 
dent  of  ISASC,  Bob  Stein, 
176  W.  Adams  St.,  Suite 
1706,  Chicago,  IL  60603. 
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LIBRARY  OFFERINGS  APLENTY. 

This  past  January,  we  promised  you  a  new  compilation  of  catalogs  here¬ 
tofore  not  available,  and  at  this  writing  it's  now  available  and  ready 
for  you.  It's  titled  "Scales  ♦  Scales  ♦  Scales"  and  what  could  be  more 
appropriate.  But  that's  not  all.  Aside  from  this  latest  offering, 
member  Leonard  Nosal  brought  to  our  attention  a  two-volume  dissertation 
on  scales  and  weights  titled  "Pictorial  History  of  American  Scales, 
1850-1950 . "  The  contents  are  so  comprehensive  as  to  almost  defy 
description,  with  the  work  comprising  an  across-the-board  mix  of  scale 
ephemera  compiled  over  many  years  by  historian  Harold  Barker.  We  have 
arranged  with  Barker  for  a  customized  ISASC  version,  and  our  reviews  of 
this  and  the  "Scales..."  multi-catalog,  just  as  they  appear  in  the 
library  list,  are  repeated  below.  If  you  decide  to  buy  one  or  both, 
all  you  need  do  is  use  the  library  list  order  form.  And  thank  you, 
Leonard ! 
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SCALES  ♦  SCALES  ♦  SCALES. 

An  eclectic  assortment  of  hundreds  of  scales,  all  gathered  in  one 
volume.  Starting  with  "A  Talk  on  Scales"  by  Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Co. 
(Chicago),  two  catalogs  then  follow  —  Standard  Scales  by  E.&T. 
Fairbanks  &  Co.  (St.  Johnsbury,  VT) ,  and  Standard  Market  Scales  by  The 
Fairbanks  Company  (Boston).  Then  come  four  catalogs,  titled  Jones 
Scale ,  The  Analdile,  Chemical  and  Physical  Apparatus  (Henry  Heil) ,  and 
Torsion  Balances.  followed  by  multi-page  excerpts  of  scales  from 
yesteryear  hardware  and  houseware  catalogs.  Spiral-bound;  gold-stamped 
vinyl  cover;  308  pages.  $30.00 

"PICTORIAL  HISTORY  OF  AMERICAN  SCALES,  1850-1950. " 

A  one-of-a-kind  reference  source  compiled  over  many  years  by  historian 
Harold  Barker.  Its  contents  come  from  scale  catalogs,  antique  journals, 
scale  articles  and  advertising,  library  archives,  historical  data, 
photo  files,  and  research  findings.  It  is  replete  with  information  on 
every  facet  of  scales  and  weights,  and  is  a  veritable  anthology  that 
deserves  a  prominent  place  in  every  scale  collector's  library.  Two 
volumes,  274  pages.  $60.00 

A  FREE BE  OFFER. 

During  our  Los  Angeles  convention,  your  officers  met  on  several 
occasions  to  discuss  a  variety  of  business  matters  that  affect  us  all. 
Much  was  accomplished,  and  minutes  describing  all  that  took  place  have 
since  been  prepared,  running  six  pages  in  length  and  covering  18 
different  topics.  As  it's  not  feasible  to  mail  a  report  of  this  length 
to  the  entire  membership  (357  at  this  writing),  the  logical  alternative 
is  to  offer  a  copy  to  any  member  requesting  it.  Simply  contact  me  and 
ask  for  one  (Bob  Stein,  176  W.  Adams,  Chicago,  IL  60603,  312/263-7500). 
Here's  your  chance  to  be  privy  to  what's  going  on  behind  the  scenes  to 
keep  ISASC  flourishing. 


( over) 


(4) 


IT'S  THE  INTERNET  FOR  ISASC. 

We  really  like  member  Judy  Soslau's  style.  Having  promised  to  prepare 
and  place  our  web  site  ad  on  Collector  Online,  she  then  went  ahead  and 
did  it.  It's  really  a  two-page  ad,  the  first  telling  the  reader  all 
about  ISASC  and  the  second  providing  a  membership  application.  We  hope 
to  get  some  new  members  through  this  new  high-tech  tool,  and  when  we 
do,  we'll  tell  you  all  about  it.  Meanwhile,  our  thanks  most  deservedly 
go  to  Judy  for  her  high-tech  help. 

MARKETPLACE . 

FOR  SALE.  15  small  letter  scales,  spring  principle.  10  U.S.,  5 

British.  Eclectic  assortment.  Excellent  condition.  No  two  alike. 
One  all  brass,  another  bronze,  another  in  oz.  and  grams,  etc. 
Available  only  as  lot  of  15.  Best  offer,  subject  to  $475  minimum.  For 

complete  description  or  to  make  an  offer,  write,  call  or  fax  Bob  Stein, 
176  W.  Adams,  Suite  1706,  Chicago,  IL  60603;  phone  312/263-7500;  fax 
312/263-7748 . 

KUDOS  AGAIN  FOR  KATZ. 

The  compliments  for  the  service  rendered  by  Jerry  Katz  in  the  name  of 
ISASC  continue  to  come  in.  A  most  recent  note  from  Lori  Appleyard 
thanked  Jerry  for  information  he  provided  on  a  Troemner  scale,  and  went 
on  to  say  "Your  organization  is  to  be  commended  for  its  diligent 
conservation  efforts  and  generosity  in  sharing  the  information."  A 
nice  sentiment,  engendered  by  Jerry's  on-going  apt  handling  of  the  many 
letters  we  receive  about  scales. 

AUTHORS  ON  THE  READY . . . 

Ruth  Willard,  our  ubiquitous  Associate  Editor  for  EQM,  tells  us  that 
much  is  in  the  works  in  various  forms  about  scales,  to  wit  -- 

Jan  and  Bill  Berning  are  deeply  involved  in  preparing  preliminary 
material  for  their  two  books  in  progress; 
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Norman  Biggs  of  England  has  produced  several  booklets  about 
English  weights; 

Gloria  and  Ralph  Lipfert  displayed  at  the  L.  A .  convention  their 
augmented  and  illustrated  bi-lingual  edition  of  Dieudonne's  Pords 
Monetaires ,  co-authored  by  them  with  member  George  Mallis; 

John  Shannon  shared  with  convention  goers  in  L.A.  his  forthcoming 
History  of  the  Assay  Balance ; 

Lew  Weiss  showed  to  all  in  L.A.  a  copy  of  Alan  Yale's  new 
dissertation  on  the  history  of  the  Fairbanks  Company,  titled 
Ingenious  and  Enterprising  Mechanics:  A  case  study  of 
Industrialization  in  rural  Vermont.  1815  -  1900.  Lew  is  reviewing 
the  book  for  a  future  issue  of  EQM ? 

Ruth  Willard  showed  the  Acts  of  the  Sixth  Congress  of  the 
International  Committee  on  Historical  Metrology  (held  at  the 
University  Charles  de  Gaulle  in  Lille,  France),  where  presenta¬ 
tions  were  made  by  Ruth  and  other  ISASC  members  Donald  Gear  and 
the  late  Hans  Jenneman.  Also  shown  by  Ruth  was  a  brochure 
describing  the  upcoming  Encyclopaedia  on  the  History  of  Science. 
Technology  and  Medicine  in  Non-Western  Cultures,  to  which  essays 
were  contributed  by  ISASC  members  Shigeo  Iwata,  Donald  Gear, 
Lionel  Holland  and  Ruth  herself. 

If  you'd  like  to  know  more  about  publishing  dates,  costs,  etc.,  call  or 
write  the  U.S.  authors  direct.  Regarding  overseas  authors,  call  Ruth 
Willard  for  the  best  way  to  make  contact. 


AN  INVITATION  FROM  ISASC  EUROPE. 

Our  brethren  across  the  Atlantic  tell  us  that  their  regularly-scheduled 
autumn  meeting  will  be  held  on  Sunday,  October  12  (1997)  at  Sunbury-on- 
Thames,  London.  As  is  usually  the  case,  the  day  can  be  expected  to  be 
equal  parts  social,  scale  lore,  and  interesting  speakers,  mixed  with  a 
generous  portion  of  camaraderie.  Most  often,  a  number  of  our  U.S./ 
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Canada  members  tie  in  their  European  travels  with  ISASC  Europe's  spring 
or  autumn  event,  and  from  what  we  hear  (and  have  seen),  it's  a  gala 
time  on  all  counts.  For  more  information,  write  John  Corfield, 
Woodfield,  Longhills  Road,  Church  Stretton,  Shropshire  SY6  6DS, 
England . 

THUS  CONCLUDES  OUR  NEWS . . . 

a  fate  every  newsletter  repeatedly  faces.  In  addition  to  the  updated 
library  list  and  souvenir  convention  program  already  mentioned, 
enclosed  you'll  find  the  latest  membership  directory  supplement 
graphically  telling  you  about  our  continued  growth.  (Don't  forget  to 
enclose  it  with  your  directory).  All  the  best  'til  we  talk  again. 


Jan  Bauer  Associated  Press 


TIPPING  THE  SCALES:  A  frog  family  weighs  in  Monday  with  zoo- 
keeper  Uwe  Mueller  during  the  Berlin  zoo's  annual  animal  inven¬ 
tory.  Mother  (from  bottom),  father  and  baby  totaled  175  grams. 


